United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Vnfted States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www,uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/523.125 



01/17/2006 



29683 7590 07/05/2006 

HARRINGTON & SMITH, LLP 

4 research drive 
shelton, ct 06484-6212 



Benny Chen 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



003D.0047.U1(US) 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
8222 



EXAMINER 



GUSHI, ROSS N 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2833 

DATE MAILED: 07/05/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication conceming this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



dffic^ Action Suimnsn/ 


Application No. 

10/523.125 


Applicant(s) 
CHEN ET AL 


Examiner 

Ross N. Gushi 


Art Unit 

2833 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

} 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 



. MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 



WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and v^ll expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply v\nll. by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this conrununication. even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)1^ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of canying out his invention. 



Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Regarding claim 27, no detail is given as to how the stacked second storage area would 
be configured is given, whether by some kind of common insertion area, a second 
stacked connector, some kind of modified housing including two slots, or something 
else entirely. The limitation is treated as meaning a duplication of the first housing. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 and 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21 (2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
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states for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined In section 351 (a); 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7. 12, 13, 15. 16, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Chang et al. ("Chang"). Regarding claims 1, 3, 8, 9, Chang 
discloses a sensor module (spring switch 3) for a card connector, the connector having 
an inlet end through which the card is inserted, and a terminating end opposing the inlet 
end, characterized in that the sensor module is provided at the terminating end and 
activated by a leading edge of the card from a normally non actuated position to an 
actuated position. 

Per claim 1 , Chang discloses a first contact and a second contact, each having a first 
section and a second section, and the non-actuate position is such that the second 
sections are substantially parallel to one another in a normally non-contact arrangement 
(figure 5). 

Per claim 4, major planes of the first sections (31 1 , 321 ) of the first and second contacts 

extend in a first direction, and major planes of the second sections (322 313) of the first 

and second contacts extend in a second direction normal to the first direction. 

Per claim 5, the directions are as claimed. 

Per claims 6, 7, Chang discloses extension 312. 
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Claims 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, and 18, are rejected for the reasons pertaining to claims 1, 2, 
4, 5, 6, and 7. 

Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chang. Chang 
does not show the second storage area. At the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to include a second storage area. The suggestion or motivation for doing 
so would have been to accommodate a second card, such motivation being well known 
in the art. 

Claim 3, 8, 9, 14, 19, and 20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chang in view of Reichardt et al. ("Reichardt"). Chang discloses a 
switch closed by card insertion. Reichardt discloses a switch open by card insertion (or 
alternatively closed by card insertion). At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to modify the Chang switch to be closed open by card insertion, such as by 
locating the contact arm 314 of terminal 31 reanvard of terminal 32, as taught in 
Reichardt. The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to have the 
switch be open at card Insertion, as taught in Reichardt and as is well known in the art. 
Alternatively, such a modification would have been a matter of engineering design 
choice given that both configurations are well known in the art (see e.g. Reichardt 
figures 29a-29c and col. 1 lines 20-55). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 10, 11, 21-26 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. The prior art does not suggest the module 
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as claimed, including the combination of all the claimed elements, the combination 
including the overmolding as claimed. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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